God’s eternal nature inspires faith and hope
Key Thought:  Our faith for tomorrow grows from the very nature of our God.  
Scripture: Rev. 1:4-2:7

Intro idea: 

Past, present and future at the train show

Train set in the box as sold at WT Grant – now there’s a blast from the past.   But it wasn’t the oldest thing there.  That honor probably belonged to one of those rusty pre-war tinplate cars. 
Lots of brand new things too - new scale models of the engines you see going by down here at the crossing in Kirkville every day. 
I was wondering I was glimpsing the future of the hobby when I looked at the Lego train display.  It is one of the largest.  It features sleek bullet-style trains speeding by.    It was a kid’s delight and I assure you that lots of big kids were standing around too.  

It seems like whatever we are doing there is some sense of past, present and future involved. 

But even so, I was still very surprised when I discovered how obvious and striking this time theme is in Revelation 1 and 2.    It is accented by verbal repetition and thematic delineation.  The past, present, and future motif begins in the description of the nature of God the Father, continues in the narrative concerning the person and work of Christ, and unfolds naturally in the letters to the churches.
	God nature implies he is always at work

	1:4, 8  God
	Who was
	Who is 
	 Who is to come 

	1:18 Jesus
	Was dead 
	Am alive forever
	Hold the keys 

	1:5 Jesus
	Faithful witness
	Firstborn from the dead
	Ruler of the kings of the earth

	1:5-7 Jesus & us
	Freed us from our sins
	Made us a kingdom & priests
	Every eye will see him 

	2:1-7 Ephesus
	Know your deeds
	Command to repent
	To him who overcomes 
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God’s eternal nature inspires us 

God's actions in the past reveal his character
Example - God's dealings with Israel and Egypt during the plagues.  God was teaching Israel about his power.  During the wilderness wanderings they also learned about his judgment upon rebellion and his forgiveness.   
“The Lord has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.” Ps 98:2  NIV
The ultimate revelation of God's character is in the person, the life, the teachings in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Bible tells us that Jesus was the exact representation of the being of God (Heb. 3:3).  
God's present power inspires the our hearts

but God did not want us to think of him as in the past  when he revealed himself to Moses, he told Moses his name name is “I am.”    When Jesus was here on earth, one of the ways that we understand his divinity, is because he frequently appropriated the “I am” of the Old Testament Divine name. His hearers knew exactly what he was doing and tried to stone him for blasphemy because of it.     This name reminds us that God is not just a God of the past but a God of the present as well.   

Furthermore, God's power in the present time is available to us to the Holy Spirit.   Paul prays that we may know “his incomparably great power for us who believe” (Eph. 1:19).   Paul tells us that this power was demonstrated in Christ when God raised him from the dead and exalted him (Eph. (1:20).   So it is not a theoretical power; it is not just a power to be active in creating the universe or sustaining great star systems; no; it is a power to be at work in us; it is a power at work in the church of Christ.  
God's future plans give us hope

But I'm so glad that pictures of God the Father in Scripture do not end at the time of Christ's life on earth.  Indeed in Revelation chapter 4 and 5, God granted to the apostle John a glimpse of the throne room of heaven in a future time. There in those chapters the Lamb of God is standing beside his Father's throne.  The Bible pictures for us our heavenly Father orchestrating events at the end of time as we now know it.   It is in this book that we learn the end of the story. It is in this book that we learn who wins the great struggle between good and evil. In this book of Revelation we find confirmation of God's plan to gather all of his children into their eternal home-- a place without tears, place of worship, and joy and healing and light.  The eternal existence of our heavenly Father is the very source of our hope for the future. This is basic theology.
Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever

There is also a past present and future for Jesus’ ministry.
The faithful witness

The past of Jesus ministry, we can think of as his time here on earth.  This is when he faithfully witnessed to us through his actions, his words and especially through his death and resurrection.  This witness was recorded for us by the apostles and the Gospels.  Actually, Jesus pre-existed way before that (as Pastor Eric will teach about on the last Sunday in November); but that is not emphasized here in Revelation chapter 1.  The emphasis here is on what he did while he was here.  
Alive Forever

Jesus present ministry is in heaven.  He is alive forevermore.  The Bible tells us he is at the right hand of the heavenly Father interceding for us right now.   John's vision in the first chapter of Revelation pictures Jesus as standing among the churches concerned for their welfare and sending messages to help them to persevere.   He told us himself that he is preparing a place for us that we may follow him in resurrection.  That is why I put the term “firstborn from the dead” in the column as his present ministry.
Coming King

In the future, Jesus told us that he will return.  He is the one the Revelation describes as the King of kings and Lord of lords. Jesus is described in Revelation chapter 1:18 as the one who holds the keys of death and Hades.  I believe this refers to the fact that Jesus taught us in John five that he is the one the Father has appointed and given authority to judge each one of us.   It is part of his future ministry.   
Knowing him gives meaning to our past, our present and our future.

This past present and future idea shows itself in Jesus’ message to the church in Ephesus also.
The church’s past

Jesus says to them, “I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance.” In other words he is saying, “I know your past.”    In the Old Testament it was said of the tribe of Ephraim, “His sins are kept on record (Hosea 13:12). So sins are on record – except the forgiven ones which are not remembered.  Psalm 103 tells us these are not on record.   In the New Testament we are told more about God's record-keeping, “God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people and continue to help them” (Heb. 6:10).  So we know that God remembers our good deeds.   He knows our past.
The church’s present 

He is also active in our present. That is why he is speaking to the church at Ephesus in order to encourage them in their good deeds and admonished them to repent of those things that need to be changed.  Verse seven tells us that he is speaking to the churches.  That is what he is doing today as well.  In fact one of the things that God is desperate for us understand is how much his power is at work in us right now.      Paul wrote about this in his prayer for the Ephesian church, the same church Jesus is speaking to here in Revelation chapter 2.    Eph 1:18-21

“I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms.”  NIV    if we do not understand that God is at work in our lives, we will live far below our privileges, and failed to do the work that God has given us to do, because we will not believe that we have the power, the ability to accomplish it.    It is absolutely essential, that we do not live our lives without God in the equation for right now! He is not just a fixture to be given a nodding recognition on Sunday morning.  He is not just someone to be reconciled to in case we die so we’ll be ready for eternity. He is the energy, the life force for our daily existence.   He is the perspective, the worldview that gives meaning and pushes us in the proper directions.   And he's the one who gives us hope.  
The church’s future 

The future of the church in Ephesus depended upon their response. But the Spirit of God was promising them a bright future. If they would respond properly, if they would overcome, awesome things awaited.  “To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of God (Rev. 2:7). Personally, and collectively, we have a bright future as we respond to God's directions.  
Kirkville’s yesterday, today, and forever 

I could not help but make application to our own 50th anniversary celebration.  Our own theme for our 50th anniversary celebration is yesterday, today and forever.     This reflects the same motif of past present and future.
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